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There's a famous photograph of Picasso in his 70s that probably would make you think "genius" and
"visionary" even if you had no idea he was a great artist. One hand pushes up against his forehead, carving a
few extra wrinkles and hooding one eye; the other eye stares out with implacable intensity. This is the work
of Arnold Newman, one of the great contemporary American portrait photographers, whose images--
frequently made on assignment in Europe--appeared in Harper's Bazaar, Fortune, Life, Look, and other
major magazines. Trained as a painter, he believes (as he writes in a short, passionate essay prefacing his
selection of 60 years of his work) that "we do not take pictures with our cameras, but with our hearts and
minds." He has always been fascinated by the kind of people--scientists, musicians, actors, politicians,
writers, and artists--with whom he could have "long conversations until late at night."Arnold Newman,
probably the most extensive of the many samplings of the photographer's work, amply displays his vaunted
skill at portraying mostly well-known sitters in their native habitats, whether these happen to be lonely-
looking palaces (Haile Selassie, Generalissimo Franco), book-lined offices (Golda Meier, Stephen Jay
Gould), a shabby road veiled in darkness (Shelagh Delaney), a bed (Woody Allen, scribbling on a legal pad),
or mysterious precincts that capture the willful individuality of artists and architects. With 240 black-and-
white and color plates, this beautifully produced book (marred only by the awkward way the elegant black
silhouette of a grand piano lid in the Igor Stravinsky portrait bleeds across two pages) accompanies an
exhibition at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. (March 18-May 21, 2000). --Cathy Curtis
Pressestimmen
"I'm not so much interested in documenting as in expressing my impressions of the individuals with the
constantly expanding narrative means of my medium." - Arnold Newman" Kurzbeschreibung
Piet Mondrian hinter seiner Staffelei, Igor Stravinsky an seinem Flügel, Max Ernst mit einer Zigarette auf
seinem thronartigen Sessel: Die Fotografien von Arnold Newman (1918 - 2006) sind Portrait-Klassiker.
Seine subtilen Arrangements begründeten die Kunst des"natürlichen Portraitierens", seine Aufnahmen zeigen
nicht nur den Künstler, sondern auch dessen Werkzeuge und Umwelt. Newmans Portraits sind wahre
Kompositionen und faszinieren durch ihre räumlichen Strukturen. Dabei waren die ersten Arbeitsjahre
Newmans alles andere als einfach. Während der Großen Depression musste er sein Studium aus finanziellen
Gründenabbrechen; zwischen 1938 und 1942 konzentrierte er sich auf sozio-dokumentarische Fotografie in
den Ghettos von West Palm Beach, Philadelphia und Baltimore. Doch dann kam der Erfolg - in seinem
Studio portraitierte Newman bis zu 70 Kunden pro Tag und dank seiner sehr persönlichen Arbeitsweise
etablierte er sich in der New Yorker Kunstszene der frühen 1940er Jahre. Er fotografierte Marcel Duchamp,
Marc Chagall, Jackson Pollock, Willem de Kooning, Alexander Calder und viele andere. Sein
unverwechselbarer Stil machte ihn zum Star der Fotografen von Künstlern, Schriftstellern und Musikern.
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